The organisms reported to cause infective myocarditis and pericarditis in England and Wales.
It is difficult to acquire an overall perspective of the range of organisms responsible for infective myocarditis or pericarditis, and their relative importance, as most studies have involved only case reports or case series of a single organism. This study analyses reports to the Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre, of the Public Health Laboratory Service. Reports where myocarditis or pericarditis was included as the main clinical features between 1990 and 1993 were studied. Between 1990 and 1993, 368 cases of myocarditis and/or pericarditis were reported to CDSC. Viruses were reported to cause 253 (69%) cases, bacteria were responsible for 49 (13%) cases, mycoplasma for 32 (9%) cases, chlamydia for 16 (4%) cases and Mycobacterium tuberculosis for nine (2%) cases. Infection with coxsackie B virus was most frequently associated with a mixed picture of myo/pericarditis, whereas influenzae virus was associated with pericarditis or myocarditis alone. This information will provide clinicians with details of the more likely pathogens responsible for these conditions.